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Thank you to those who have contributed to this newsletter. 
Your contributions for future editions are welcome; 

please contact the editor, Steve Page 
tel: 01761 433418, or email page564@btinternet.com 
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Arriving at the bus rally site at Anstey Park, Alton on our day out to the Mid Hants Railway 
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JOCK FERGUSON (1922 - 2014) 

Members were deeply saddened to learn of the death on the 6th August, at the age of 91 years, of the Fraternity's 
remaining 'founding father'. Eion Kenneth Ferguson - because of his Scottish ancestry, he was always known as 'Jock' 
from a young age - was born in Germiston, now a suburb of Johannesburg, South Africa, on the 6th December 1922. 
During his boyhood he spent many hours on boats at a local lake and learnt to sail there. He became interested in sailing 
ships and began modelling them and this led to his other great passion in steam locomotives and railways in general. 

As a young man during the Second World War, Jock served with the South African Commonwealth forces, joining the 
Royal Artillery as a gunner (25 pounders). His service took him to North Africa and Italy - where he saw action in the 
savage Battle of Montecassino. Returning to South Africa, he resumed his education, graduating at the Rhodes 
University. At University, he was to meet his future wife, June, - whose family then lived in Kenya - and they married 
in Nairobi in 1949. Jock commenced his career as a physics teacher at a school in Nakuru, about 120 miles north-west 
of Nairobi, but was then recruited to the staff of the newly-built Duke of York School at Karen, just outside the Kenyan 
capital. There he built a substantial model railway, based on an English prototype, in his garage, as well as enjoying 
making models of sailing ships, especially tea clippers. 

In 1964, Jock, June, and their young daughter Jane, left Kenya and Jock obtained a post teaching at Millfield School, 
Street and he remained there until his retirement. The family moved to 'Hartland', a house in West Horrington, just 
outside Wells, and Jock built another model railway in the large cider store there, this time inspired by the GWR in the 
1930s.  

The vicar of St John's Church, East Horrington, at that time was the Revd. Martin Langley and a conversation with Jock 
at the 1967 Horrington Village Fete was to lead to the development of an idea to create a railway enthusiasts' society in 
the Wells area. After an exploratory meeting at 'Hartland', the Wells Railway Fraternity came into being during 1968 
and the rest is, as they say, history. With the advent of 'Railwells', Jock became acquainted with the Revd. Wilbert 
Awdry and that noted railway historian and creator of the most popular railway stories for children ever, together with 
his brother, were to become regular guests at 'Hartland' during the early years of the annual exhibition.  

In addition to his railway and ship modelling, Jock also became most interested in printing and acquired several printing 
presses, two of which were quite large. He used the smaller ones to produce letterheads and visiting cards etc for 
various people and also for the National Trust. 

The Fraternity remained important to Jock and, although his deteriorating health meant that his attendance at meetings 
became more and more infrequent, he still liked to visit Railwells and this he did until a few years ago. In fact, Jock's 
health increasingly gave rise to concern and he was to spend the last few years of his life at the Torrwood Care Home. 

Jock's funeral service took place at St. Thomas' Church, Wells, on 20th August, prior to burial at East Horrington 
churchyard. 

We owe Jock a great debt of gratitude for the part he played some 46 years ago in helping to found our thriving society 
which we enjoy so much today. He will long be remembered by those who were privileged to have known him. 

We are grateful to Jock's daughter Jane for providing further details regarding his life and career. 

 

 

Newsletter No.182                                                    ~~~~~  2  ~~~~~                                                        November 2014 



 

GORDON SELBY (1930 - 2014) 

It was with sadness that we learned of the death on the 26th September, just a fortnight after his 84th birthday, of 
another member of the Fraternity. Gordon Rainton Selby was a quiet, unassuming, loyal member for many years and a 
regular attender at our meetings. 

Gordon was born on 13th September 1930 in Hull but, on the family later moving to the Wolverhampton area, he 
attended Wellington Grammar School, which involved a long daily train journey - which sparked off his lifelong 
interest in railways. His father served in the RAF and a further move was to bring the family to Locking in 1945 with 
Gordon concluding his secondary education at Weston-super-Mare Grammar School. He left school in the following 
year and obtained his first employment as a scientific assistant in the Meteorological Office, based in London but with 
short-term spells at various locations, including RAF Fairford.  

When, at the age of 18, Gordon was called up for national service, it was no surprise that his two years were spent in the 
RAF, his last posting being at Uxbridge. He then joined the Post Office Engineering Department, which took him, after 
his marriage to Jean in 1953, to live near Wimbledon. At this time, he became a student at the University of London and 
he graduated with a First Class Honours degree in Engineering.  

In 1959, he obtained employment with EMI Electronics and moved to Wells. From then on much of his work was to be 
of a secret nature, at first on control systems for ground-to-air missiles. In the early 1960s he was moved to the USA to 
work with the Bendix Corporation on experiments associated with the Apollo moon programme. He then moved to 
California where he was involved in research work for the US Navy. At the end of the decade he returned to Wells and 
then did much work on the world's first microwave digital link system, which was to be used by the short-lived Mercury 
telephone service.  

Gordon was a member of the Hornby Railway Collectors Association, and over the years, along with other local 
members, arranged many working displays of Hornby trains at venues in and around the Wells area. He was very 
skilled at repairing and restoring trains to their former glory, even modifying some to create types that Meccano never 
actually produced, but which he thought they should have done. He would write articles for the HRCA magazine, 
describing his restoration projects and other matters, under the heading “Wells Warblings”. 

Gordon was in his younger days, a keen cyclist, and had recently restored one of the bikes he had used many years ago. 
Upon his retirement, as he had always been very fond of the sea, he and Jean enjoyed numerous cruises.  

Gordon's funeral took place at St Thomas' Church, Wells, on 8th October, followed by cremation at the Mendip 
Crematorium. Gordon had recently arranged a family cruise to the Canary Islands and this will still take place, with his 
ashes to be scattered at sea. 

Requesciat in Pace. 
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OUTING TO ALTON BUS RALLY AND MID-HANTS RAILWAY 
 
On 20th July over 30 members and friends boarded a 1966 Bristol Greyhound coach and a 1958 
Bristol bus for this outing on a fine summer day. There was a break for coffee at the Holiday Inn 
near Stonehenge before continuing the journey to Alton. Our two vehicles joined the display of 
around 150 buses and coaches on the rally site at Anstey Park. There were also classic cars, lorries, 
vans and motorcycles. Preserved buses also operated on free services from the site to Alton railway 
station and a number of other destinations. 
 
Most of our group went on to Alton railway station to board the next service to Alresford, a journey 
of around 35 minutes. The train was hauled by former Southern Railway locomotive No.850 Lord 



Nelson. Lunch was fitted in on the train or at Alresford. Some of us then retraced our steps to have 
time to look around the bus rally. Others decided to break their journey on the railway and look 
around one of the intermediate stations. The line's locomotive works is at Ropley, and Medstead & 
Four Marks has a claim to be the highest station in southern England. 
 
Setting off for home it took some time to get away from the congestion at the exit from the bus rally 
site but after a drive of about 45 minutes we had a break at Stockbridge. Everyone then enjoyed a 
cream tea at Lillies Tearoom before completing the trip back to Wells. Our grateful thanks to Mike 
of the Bristol Omnibus Vehicle Collection for providing transport and to our drivers, Roger and 
Malcolm. 
 
 
THE NETWORK SOUTHEAST STORY – by CHRIS GREEN 
 
On 10th September, we were given a talk by Chris Green, former Sector Director of Network 
SouthEast. Chris described how he had previously been in charge of establishing ScotRail, and how 
he had transformed the fortunes of the railway system north of the border. He was then asked to “do 
a ScotRail” with the “London & South Eastern” business sector of British Rail, as it was then 
known. This business sector had been created along with the others in 1982 and ran the passenger 
train services in the South East of England. At the time punctuality was poor and many of the 
stations, particularly in London, were very unwelcoming.  
 
Thus on 10th June 1986 Chris relaunched the sector as “Network SouthEast”. For the launch day, an 
eye-catching new colour scheme for the trains of red, white and blue was unveiled, and selected 
stations were smartened up, some literally overnight, with bright red lamp posts. Amusingly, in one 
instance, the contractors brought in to do the work misunderstood the instructions and repainted the 
lamp posts in the town centre instead of on the station!  
 
At the launch, attended by dignitaries and the press at Waterloo station, Chris and his management 
team outlined their plans. This included building new trains, and giving each route its own identity 
within the sector. The routes were to be known as Chiltern; Great Eastern; Great Northern; Island 
Line; Kent Link; Kent Coast; London, Tilbury & Southend; North Downs; Northampton Line; 
North London Lines; Solent & Wessex; South London Lines; South Western Lines; Sussex Coast; 
Thames; Thameslink; Waterloo & City; West Anglia; West of England. The geographical area 
covered by Network SouthEast therefore spread from Exeter and Weymouth in the west, King's 
Lynn and Harwich in the east, Banbury, Northampton, Bedford and Huntingdon in the north, and all 
points south thereof. 
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THE NETWORK SOUTHEAST STORY - continued 
 
“Total route modernisation” was carried out on the Chiltern Lines, running from London 
Marylebone to Aylesbury and Banbury. This was an ambitious plan to bring the lines into the 
modern era of rail travel. The ageing Class 115 DMUs were replaced with state-of-the-art Class 165  
Turbos, which would be maintained at a new purpose-built depot at Aylesbury. Semaphore signals 
along the route were replaced with colour lights and track improvements carried out to increase the 
line speed. Stations were refurbished and in some cases completely reconstructed. 
 
On other routes, new stations were introduced, for example Hedge End, between Eastleigh and 
Fareham as part of the Solent Link electrification scheme, and Smallbrook Junction, which serves 
as an interchange point with the Isle of Wight Steam Railway. New types of electric train included a 
hundred of the 4-car Networker units for Kent Link services, the Class 319 Thameslink units, and 
the Class 442 Wessex Electrics for the newly electrified Weymouth route, one of which set a new 
world record for 750 volt third rail traction of 109 mph during a demonstration run from Weymouth 
to Waterloo. 
 
An important innovation was the introduction of the Network Card – a railcard which could be 
bought by anyone over the age of 16 which entitled them to a 34% discount on all off-peak fares for 
journeys wholly within the Network SouthEast area.  
 
In 1992 Chris left Network SouthEast to become Managing Director of InterCity. In June 1993 the 
British Railways Board announced the abolition of its business sectors, with effect from 1 April 
1994 as a part of the organisational changes leading towards privatisation. 
 
Chris was thanked for a most interesting talk about one of the real success stories for the railways in 
recent times. 
 
MINERAL RAILWAYS ON THE MENDIPS – by ROBIN THORNES 
 
On 14th October we enjoyed a splendidly illustrated lecture by Dr Robin Thornes on 'Mineral 
Railways on the Mendips'. The story began with the opening of the branch line of the Wilts, 
Somerset & Weymouth Railway between Frome and Radstock in 1854. Soon afterwards a private 
mineral railway was built by the Westbury Iron Co. from this line to serve collieries near Coleford 
and a quarry at Vobster. Associated with the quarry was William Beauchamp who invented the 
stone crusher there and this led to him being regarded as 'the father of the roadstone industry'. Later 
another line was built from the Frome - Radstock line through Vallis Vale to serve the quarry at 
Whatley.  

Next to develop were quarries at Doulting and Waterlip in the 1860s and 1870s and these were 
linked to the East Somerset Railway by narrow gauge tramroads. Later extensions were to serve the 
andesite quarry at Moon Hill, near Stoke St Michael and finally in 1907 to a quarry at Downhead. 
The last-named, however, only had a short life, closing in 1925. Over the years Cranmore station 
became a significant transhipment point to the GWR and a large stone-crushing plant was built 
nearby. 

In the 1920s the narrow gauge tramroad from Waterlip to Cranmore was rebuilt as a standard gauge 
railway and this remained in use for many years. The early lines were originally worked with horses 
but small steam locomotives appeared from the 20s, whilst surprisingly electrically-powered 
wagons were tried at one time for shunting at Waterlip. 
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MINERAL RAILWAYS ON THE MENDIPS - continued 
 

The opening of the Somerset & Dorset Joint Railway extension from Evercreech Junction to Bath in 
1874 acted as a stimulus for the development of new quarries to the north of Shepton Mallet - at 
Winsor Hill, Ham Wood and Downside. Each of these had short connections to the main line. 
Although not a mineral line as such, Robin included the narrow gauge line from Binegar Station to 
serve the Oakhill Brewery. The brewery originally used traction engines to convey beer barrels to 
the station but this led to complaints from Shepton Mallet District Council regarding damage to 
road surfaces. The company then decided to build its light railway and this opened in 1904 but this 
was not to last beyond the early 1920s. 

In 1919 Somerset County Council acquired the roadstone quarry at Underwood just outside Wells 
and this was connected to sidings on the Cheddar Valley line near Wookey Station by an aerial 
ropeway. Robin surprised us all by then showing a photograph he had discovered of this ropeway - 
something most of us believed had never been so recorded. Looking further west, the only quarry 
with direct connections to the Strawberry Line was that at Sandford, the railway system there 
surviving until 1964.  

For a brief period the Waterlip Quarry was owned by a company called Mendip Mountain Quarries 
Ltd but this merged with the Teign Valley Granite Co Ltd in 1924 to form Roads Reconstruction 
Ltd. Ten years later this company led an amalgamation of several quarry companies in the Mendip 
area and this in due course was incorporated into the large ARC Ltd undertaking.  

Although from the 1950s, rail operation in the surviving quarries gave way to the use of large 
dumper trucks and road transport, several important developments were to follow. In 1969 the 
major Foster Yeoman quarry at Merehead was linked to the East Somerset line and the operation of 
regular stone trains began. In 1974 the Vallis Vale line to Whatley Quarry was replaced by a brand 
new railway, involving the boring of two lengthy tunnels, also to enable long stone trains to gain 
access to the national railway network directly from the quarry. At the instigation of the Foster 
Yeoman company, powerful new American-built diesel locomotives were introduced and the 
weight of the aggregate trains leaving the Somerset quarries daily for various depots throughout the 
country was substantially increased.  
Subsequently the main line railway operations of Foster Yeoman and ARC were combined by 
creating a new company, Mendip Rail, and, on one occasion, an experimental test train was run 
with a staggering 11,000 tonnes of stone behind the locomotives - a record not likely ever to be 
broken. Robin concluded by commenting that the quarry industry in the eastern Mendips was still 
very busy with the supply of aggregates required for such major projects as Crossrail in London and 
the site for the new nuclear power station at Hinckley Point.  
A vote of thanks was given to Robin for his excellent and exhaustive survey of a subject of great 
local interest, by Chris Challis. 
 

NEW MEMBERS 
 
Please welcome the following who have recently joined: 
 

Jim Allwood (Martock)   Ian Brown (Frome) 
Andrew Liggatt (Witham Friary)  Ron Pitman (Rodney Stoke) 
John Reakes (Dean)    Ian Trevett (Wells) 
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WAR DEPARTMENT LIGHT RAILWAYS ON THE WESTERN FRONT 
         - by NIGEL TANSLEY 

 

When we met on 11th November the thoughts of those present at this extremely well-attended 
meeting were naturally on the First World War. It was most appropriate therefore that our speaker, 
Nigel Tansley, had as his subject ' The War Department Light Railways on the Western Front'and 
we began the evening by standing for a brief period of remembrance.  
Nigel began by explaining that he had been a keen railway modeller for over 30 years and it had 
been his building of a layout 'Q Dump Wipers', depicting such a railway (which incidentally 
exhibited at our 2013 Railwells exhibition) that had led to a deeper interest in the subject. 

By way of background, Nigel stated that in 1913 it was known that both the Germans and the 
French were developing systems of light 'field' railways to a narrow gauge of 60 cm for the 
transport of armaments and personnel. These lines were essentially of a temporary nature and 
designed to be laid and altered very quickly. Once the First World War commenced, the British 
Army established a Railway Operating Division but this was primarily concerned with the use of 
main railways on the Continent. In view of the notorious mud on the front, the War Department 
initiated the use of light railways to ease the movement of troops, armaments and supplies along the 
Western Front and, despite expert opinion in Britain being in favour of a wider gauge of 2'6", 
wisely chose one of 2 feet, almost identical with that being used by the German army; later in the 
war, this enabled captured enemy rolling stock to be used immediately without the need for any 
alteration. By the end of the War the light railway networks on both sides of the conflict were 
extremely large, the network of the British First Army alone extending to some 2,000 miles. 
Members were surprised to note from the photographs we saw that much of the track-laying and 
associated railway works were undertaken by Chinese labour. 

The earliest locomotive was a strange home-built effort rejoicing in the name of 'Scotch Express'; 
this appeared during 1915 and was created using the engine and other parts of an early lorry. A 
variety of small steam locomotives were supplied from established British builders and, later from 
American companies. These had the disadvantage of being conspicuous in the vicinity of the Front 
Line by virtue of their steam and smoke.  
Thus, there was a rapid development of small oil-engined tractor locomotives of 20 to 60 hp and, of 
these a large number of the Simplex type were built by the Motor Rail Co of Bedford. The lightest 
model was able to run on rails as light as 9 lbs per yard (about one tenth of the weight of the 
mainline railway track at the time) and thus this lightweight track could be laid and moved very 
rapidly. With the entry of the USA into the war in 1917 a number of American-built locomotives 
were added to the fleet and the War Department also purchased 100 Fowler traction engines for the 
haulage of heavy guns and so on by road wherever possible.  

Nigel illustrated in some detail all the widely-varying types of locomotive and the standard range of 
wagons and vans, including those modified to serve for ambulance and mobile workshop uses. He 
reminded us that quite a number of locomotives and items of rolling stock still survived in museums 
and on narrow gauge heritage railways throughout the country and these were also well-illustrated. 
He concluded his presentation with illustrations of two most unusual forms of monorail which had 
been tried to convey supplies as well as wounded troops within the trenches. 
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WAR DEPT LIGHT RAILWAYS ON THE WESTERN FRONT - continued 

Both Nigel and his wife, who accompanied him, are serving officers with the Salvation Army in 
Manchester and Nigel is the chaplain to the Greater Manchester Fire and Rescue Service. In a vote 
of thanks Chris Challis referred not only to Nigel's fascinating and illuminating insight into a 
largely unpublicised but vital aspect of the First World War, but also to the also scarcely 
appreciated work of the Salvation Army relating to the welfare of the troops fighting at the Front. 
The Chairman, Colin Price, ended the meeting by suggesting that donations, on behalf of Fraternity, 
should be made to both the Royal British Legion and the Salvation Army and this met with the 
unanimous approval of those present. 
 

34092 CITY OF WELLS - update 
 
Following a very extended overhaul (the locomotive was withdrawn at the end of 1989) 34092 returned to traffic on the 
Keighley and Worth Valley Railway in August.  Initially it ran unnamed but in a surprise move it appeared at the 
railway’s Autumn Steam Spectacular with WELLS nameplates fitted.  This is the name as unveiled by the then Mayor 
when the loco came to Wells on 25 November 1949.  It is entirely appropriate as the loco is now finished in the early 
livery and is complete with the original style of tender with side raves. 
Sixty five years ago the loco only carried the short form of the name for about four months before being renamed City 
of Wells without further ceremony.  It seems that the present owners are planning an official rededication as City of 
Wells in the spring next year and we intend to arrange a trip to be there. 
 
 
PROGRAMME 
 
All meetings are on Tuesday evenings, at 7.15 for 7.30, in Wells Town Hall. 
 
2014 
9 December  AGM followed by Annual Quiz set by Ken Smith 
2015 
13 January  Denver & Rio Grande Western Narrow Gauge  Peter Bowen 
  and Railways in Wessex      Chris Challis 
10 February  Mapping our Railways from the Air    Simon Kraeter 
10 March  The GWS Steam Railmotor (postponed from Sept) Peter Jennings 
14 April  45 Years of Railways at Work and Play   David Hartland 
12 May  Swindon Works      Brian Arman 
 
 
AND FINALLY 
 
Did you know that the Camerton – Limpley Stoke branch line was used as a location for the making of no less than 
three films?  Firstly, “The Ghost Train” in 1931, then “Kate Plus Ten” in 1937, and most famously “The Titfield 
Thunderbolt” in 1952. 
 
 
 


