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GREAT  VESTERN

Taff ValeRly 0-6-2T No.2B with restored carriages on the GwHailway.
An account of th&wili Railway presentation byain McCallis on page 8.
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WELCOME to another bumper edition of the Wells Railw@waternity newsletter containilg a
selection ofinterestingand unusual articlesThank you to all ontribubrs, particularly Andrew
Tucker for themeeting reports

Our ontline meetings using Zoom are proving very popular, and this would appeaateui@ble

way of continuing for the time beind.his maynecessitate changes to odarmed programme
which is shown belowWe are also setting up a Face Book page, and David Mace explains this
elsewhere in tanewsletter.

2020- 2021 PROGRAMME

All eventsare subjet to alteration and matake placeon-line. More informaton will be issed
nearer the time.

2020
8 December A.G.M. - followed by - Quiz, set by lasyea's winnerAndrew Ball
Thiswill take placen-line i detailswill be emailedn due course.
2021
12 Januar Developments at Midsomer Norton Roy Kethro& Matt Cornboraigh
followed by Big Coal Robin Harding
9 Febuay Freightliner Peter Graham
9 March The Railway Navvyand The Qimea Railway Chris & Judy Ruse
13 April The Railways of Pordind1865- 1965 Brian Jackson
11 May To Swotland for Steani Part2 Brian Arman

NEWS FROM OTHER GROUPS
This time wefeature tle Somerset & Dorset Raily Trust:

‘The Somerset and Dorset Railway Trust (S&DRT), Mid Hants Railway Preservaticiety5o
(MHRPS) and the Mid Hws Railway Ltd (MHR) are pleased to announce that they ane
detailed discussions regarding the relocation of rolling stock and artefacts belonging to the
S&DRT from Washford on the West Somerset Railway to the WatercressrL_k@mpshire.

The Watercress Line is, and the S&DJR was, a steeply graded, single tmam lineboth of which
had operational links to the London and South Western Railw#g a result, an S&DRT presence
at the Watercress Line would be appropriate the history of both the S&@nd the original Mid
Hants Railway.

The S&DRT, MHRPS and RIHitd are dscussing arrangements for each element of the move,
with an objective, if agreed by all parties, to complete the transportation of rolling stock and
artefacts by the end of February 2.

The S&DRT& Class 7F2-8-0 locomotive N0.53808 hasrahdy been transferred the Mid Hants
and has been operating alongside another loco which has worked over th&t&&dardClass4
2-6-0 No.76017.

Negotiations a ongoing regarding the T future presnce at Washford.
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THE MIDLA ND & SOUTH WESTERN JUNCTION RAILWAY

with Steph Gillett

Our first meeting ofthe new season was held at fhewn Hall on 8 September. Covi®
precautions wer in place with masks to be woam entering the building ansbcial dstancing
measuresnicluding 2 metre spacing tweeen the chairs in the mamall. Ourchaiman, Colin Fice,
checked iimembers as they arrived amtfinal total in the attendance bl@vastwenty four

In his welcane Colin mentionedito members who have sadly passed agiage our last meeting
in March. John Barlow had infored us that JohReltondiedin April andin a recent email Brenda
Ledbetter told us thaghe had lost her hiband Stephenearly in August. Clin went on to tell
memberghat Brian Arman suffered aehrt attack in migdAugust aad has recently had open hear
surgery and remains in th€U. John Uncles, our sestary, has sent best wishesBrianfrom the
Fraternty.

Colin thenintroduced our spake, Steph Gillettwho woudd be talkingaboutthe Midland & South
Western Junctio Railway. With the aid of anap of the line Steph tolds that the M&SWJIR was
intended to be a link between the Midlands &umlithampton. However, like ¢her attempts to
develop routes running north/south in central southermgiand it met with resista@e both
topographicaland conmercial. Problem®f coursewere only tobe expected wheréé line ran
through the GWR keartland at Swindoand in the end a through roweuld only be stablished
by using running rights overlor railways.

Stephcontirued with his presentation ngj more maps and photogragbsdetail thehistory of the
M&SWJR and the development of other lines in thear€he Berks and Hants ExtensiRailway
from Hungerford to Devizes opened in 1862 antiranch toMarlborough was pened in 1864
(originally broad gauge but874 neoking atthe $windoin areaSteph explained the
various problems that bedbie Swindon, Marlboroug& Andover Railwayi mary of these being

to do with lack of money Swirdon Town to Marlboragh opened in 1881 but dhis stage there
were no linksto other linesand goods traffic was limited. In tls®uth the LSWR had openeceth
Andover to Redbridge line in 8. The southersection of the&SM&AR was ready in 188But it
was not until improgments had been made by th&/B to their junction statiomat Savernake in
1883 thathe line from Swindon to Andover opened.

With echoes bthe situation on the SomersatdaDorset thalirectas promoted the Swindon &
CheltenhamExtension Railwayto tap n to traffic to and fromthe Midlands. The line to
Chelenham (Midland) station was via a junction at Andoversfeith running powers ovethe
Banbury and Céltenham Raway (which had opened in 1881pteph warnedkmut the pssible
confusion overthee place name$ Andover is in Hampshire whilst Andoversfd lies in
Gloucestershire. Objections by the GWR were a regulartiga of the arious propoals with this
compaly causing delaysand extractingnaximum charge$or runnng rights, etc. By 1884 tte
S&CER and thesM&AR were rinning as one railway althodgthe M&SWJRserviceswere not
able to reaclCheltenham until 1891.With throughtraffic now possible coal from $th Wales
could reach towns along the line and beer fiBanton on Trent taken to &thampton for export.
Northbound traffic included seasdrfruit and vegetables from the Channel Islands and EurQpe.
the passenger tmas by 1894 there were throughaohesvariously from Bradford, Leeds, Derby,
Liverpool, Manchester and Birmingham
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THE MIDLAN D & SOUTH WESTERN JUNCTION RLY - continued

There was an urgemeed for more locomotivesThree 06-0 tank locos hé been purchased from
Dubs & Co in 1881 and an articulat®-4-4 tank came from Robert Fairlie the same year. Three
more 24-0 tank locoswvere ordered from Beyer Pe@kan 1884 but only one was deliwa due to
insufficient furds. Problems with lack ofunds and increasing debtsrpisted. Beyer Peacock and
Metropolitan Carriage& Wagon were pressing for payment for locos and rollingkstoaed a
receiver was appointed 884. In 1892 Sam Fay ofdh.SWR was seconded to the&dWJR to
take on the role focompany secretary and to pement improvements that iead suggested. A
new fast passenger service was started between Cheltenhanowhdn$pton on weekdays and
trainsalso ran to meet ocean lisesit SouthamptoBocks.In 1893 oneof the directors pd for an
inside cylinder 44-0 tender engine from s. Sam Fay replaced the receiver in 1893 and obtained
approval to set up a rollingack fund. ®me of this fund waased to pay fobuilding a locomotive
repair shop at Cancester and gradual reptameent of some of the older atter engines followed.

Continuing delays to M&SWJR trains on the single line from Marlborough to Saveledke the
nominally independentMarlborough and Grafton Railwabeing promoted. This e was
completed in 1898 ahwas entirely sepamatfromthe original branchlwhich wa now part of the
GWR. Sam Fay left the company and returned to the LSWR in 1899.

Doubling the line was starteid 1899 although this was nevecompleted throughout.The War
Office had a sidingat Ludgershall for materialseing used for the construmh of the barracks at
Tidworth. The subsequent branch to Tidworth was worketheyM&SWJR. In the years before
the First World War passengesrsices were improved aratcelerated. At the stast hostilities in
1914 therewas a dramatic increase inilitary traffic and passing loops and sidings had to be
lengthened. By 1918 thailway was in a riwdlown state ash the recovery was only posshlith
support from the Miland Railway.

However,Steph went on to explain thattthe grouping in 1928 wasthe GWRnot the LMSwho
took overthe M&SWJR including29 locomotives, 134 calges, 260 goods and 119 service
wagons.At that time he M&SWJR had 60.7 route milespvked the 2.4 mile Tidwortbranch and
had 37.3 miles ofunning powers over the LSRY GWR and MR. GWR locos and carriages were
increasingly used and the engine shadl works at Cirencester closed 1924/5. As well as
receiving new numbers and liveryamy exM&SWJR locos had rdacement boilers and Swindon
fittings during works visits From 1930 there was bridge strengthening towaluse of heavier
GWR locos andhe remaining M&SWJR locos wereittdrawn or transferred elsewher@&raffic

on the railwg increased as another majuilitary conflict approachd with frequent trains on ¢
Tidworth branch. Through passenger servicepsd on the outbreak of war i®39. Wartime
traffic was intensen this strategic north/south route and sidings andsloogre again extended.
By 1945 the railway was once neom a ruadown state and &d increasing competition from road
transport.

Upon nationalisation of the faiays in 1948 the former M&SWJRebame part of the Western
Region of BR but two years latananagement was split beten the Western and Southern
Regions. There was a genenanning downof services during the 1950s widdii but one through
train withdravn andlocal trains cut. Reducn in freight trains left only local services south of
Cirencester.
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THE MIDLAND & SOUTHW ESTERN JUNCTION RLY - continued

In 1961 BR announced the withdrawal of all passengercesrdue to financial losse Various
sections of theihe remaned open for goodalittle longer with the Swindon station site being used
as a railhead for roadste during construction of the Myotorway. Andover to Ludgershall
remainsn usefor military traffic.

After the ($ort) midevening break Stepbld usa little of his lifelong interest in railways
includingthe period when he lived dworked in Swindon. During thatime he was inveled in

the embryonicSwindon and Cricklade Railway. Thislunteefrun organisatiomook over the
former M&SWJRstationat Blunsdon in 197@nd by 1984 were running steam hauled trains over
half a mile of reinstated trackhe railway is now ¥% miles lorg and aims to extend a further mile
to reach the outskistof Cricklade.Stephalsohad for sale copies of hi®bk The Midland & South
Wesern Junction Railway Through Tintegether with his other books on the S&D and M&.G

In his Vote of Thanks AndreWwucker mentioned that Steph hgigen a talk to the Frateity before.
In Septembet 993 the title of the presetio n was 6 Ei dduttaBankér or Rildgt a waik t
from Bath to Bournemouth along the S&D trackhb

MEMORIES OF THE S&D WELLS BRANCH
Chris Chdlis has forwardedheserecollectionshy Patrick Hopton

Way back inWorld War Two, | was living with my mother and sisters WWells, while nmy father was
working in ExeterWheneve his duties permitted he would visit & the weekendreturning to
Exeter on the Monday. During school holiday times | was permitted to accompanwy hima fist
leg of his return journey. This walsy the 10.10am train from Wells Priory Road to Glastary.
There my father would disembarntross the platform and board a train that had just arrived from
Burnham en route to Evercreech Jimg while | would remain on boarébr my journey back to
Wells.

Whether they werscheduled to do so or not, | amsure, but almost invariablydbe twotrains
would steam off on their journeys at precisely the same. #aeheir tracks ran parallel #ach
other, separated by just anfdeet, for the first mile nso out of Glastonbury, this would develop
into a rae.

My father and | would stand at owrspective open windes waving to each otherOften my train
would edge ahead, then his idwo so. My father alays won in the end, tugh, because my
train had ¢ slow to veer away northwards towards Wells, whikedould steam directly ahead to
disappar under Tin Bridge (the site of the presday roundaboutput of my vision and onards
towards Evercreech Junction.

To this day | an convincedhe respectivergine drivers set up this daily race deliberatelya dmst

of fun.

The guard on my train tand from Glastonbury was Bob Fry, fathenM@RF founder member and
long-time secreary Paul Fry. Bob and my mother we&&D colleaguesat Wells Priory Road
station

Should any readers wonder why my father chose uder¢o Exeter involving three changes
(Glastonbury, Evercreech Junction and Templecombe) rather than ther@éRvhich involved a
single change (at Yatton) it was becausevbeked for the Southern Ruaiay (affiliated to the S&D)
and could traveldr free over their rails.
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THE GLOUCESTERSHIRE WARWI CKSHIRE STEAM RAILWAY

with Peter Jennings

Followingthe @v er nment 6s i ntuloedduoti &nxofamdheotdRer r
meeting lad to be held online. Unftunately our booked speaker, Hugh Davies, was unable to
attend andPeter Jenningkindly agreedo give a presentation dhe Gloucesteahire Warwickshire

Steam Railway. The GWSR were also facilitating thartual meeting byallowing use of their

Zoom &count. Members started to join the meeting from 7.15pm and by 7.%%m® were
eighteen of usane or two more joined late Colin Prce was away so Andrew Tucker indeced

Peter Jennings and also Philip Moore who is the BWS L e a d anB wasastiagnas st on

Zoom. Peter had givem presentation on the GreéAkesten Steam Railmotor atupo March 2015

meeting At that time he \&s a driver at the GWS DidcotHe is nhow a member of the Steam
Department at the GWSR.

Pder explained with the aidf maps how thdine formed part of theoute from Birmingham south
to Stratford on Avon and ornfough Honeybourne to Chefteam. It wasuilt by the GWR with
work starthg in 1903 andfinishing in 1906. The present day press railway runs from
Chelenham Racecourse station north to a new terminus station at Broa&essr. showed us a
number & views of the line in GWRrad BR days inluding a shot of a GWR sam raimotor and
other rathemore recent views of Castles andt&nnias on througkexpres workings including the
6Corni shmanéeé. Ther ef the dme aindax lcangiructpihctuding gmeaop h s«
Stanway vaduct whereseveral arches had collapsed whilevas being built. Peter told uba
during the pregeation eravariousproblens were revealed whicth seemed were due to shoddy
builders or the G\WR wishing to economise.Taken over by BR at the time of nationaligat,
services were wound down ihe& 1960s witHocal passenger trains finishing in 1962dafneight
and through passeger workings ending within a few years. The line was a diversionét until
final closuein 1976 following damage caused by a freigghin derailment.

A numbeihepof adpdotosnveeredsed by Peter to show the statkthe line when
preservabnists took over and the extent of the work that they had to ukde@dl of the platform
faces had been removed after passenger aes\ieased although some statioridings and other
structures were left. Major structsresuch as Laverton viaduanhd Greet tunnel remained but
would need repairs. In 1981 the Sogiehised £70000.00 to prchase the trackbed from
Cheltenham to Broaghy. The original doubldrackedline was relaid as single track and the
stations restored New station buildings we neededt Winchcombeand HaylesAbbey Halt was
recreated in its éimety. The first trais wee run by the GWSR in 1984.

Further tlen and now photos showed locometsvin the condition that they left the scrapyard and

fully restored after years ofork. Peter explained that the GWSR does not own any locos itself but
hires themdehtréo ni | telred & roas ir u torsteamgherd ia & good selektion a d
of diesel locomotivesa multiple unit ané single camunit. Carriages on the lmare entirely eBR

Mk.1s and they are restored to a high standgrddalicated volunteersNork on locos and stock is

carried out in tb extensive facilities at Toddingm station. The line has recently opened to
Broadway whee the complete station h&sd to be recreated in the style of the previous GWR
structures.
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE WARWICKSHIRE RLY - continued

Part 1 of he presentation efed wth a short question and ansvgassion Onequestion concerned
future pbns and Perr said that there were no posalsto extend the line furtherorth. The GWSR
does not own the trackbed beyond Broaghead Honeybourne is thougto be a stepob far for
the volunteer line.

After a fifteen minugé break Peter talked abousltlose involvement with one of the Igoon the
linei 35006 PENINSULAR AID ORIENTAL STEAM NAVIGATION. The loco was one of the
first batch of the SRs MeramaNavy class completed at Eastleigh in 1941. With thesrawothe
casing and innovative meafical features the MNs were markedly fdient from other
locomotives of lhe day. Unfortuntely some of the innovations were prefviatic for enginemen
and mantenance staff and all of the thirty locos were rebuilt by BR ia toore conventional form
in the 1950s. 35006 arrived at Toddimgtin ex-scrapyard condition in anastorationtook thity
two years with the loco enteringaffic on the GWSR in 2016.

Peter said that having come from a firmly Great Western backgrduhd Bidcot Railway Centre
he became fascinated by how different thiver Bulleid design for the Mehant Navy wag
albeit as rebuilt by BR. After a sharideo of the crew at workrothe footplatewe were then taken
on a virtual tour of the inner wkings of 35006. A view inige the tender tank with its framing and
baffles was followed by some shais top of theboiler with the dome removed so that waduld
be carried out to theegulator valve. Going downtim the inspection pit teee the undside of the
loco, Peter paited out variousfeaturesparticularly wth regard to lubrication. He remkad that
having tte rightamount ofoil in the right pl@e is much more importanhdhe GWSR than it was
shuttling up and down at DidcoGoing insidethe firebox we were able &ee the thermic syphons
which are an imgrtant feature in this very freéemming boiler. Heés also impressed by the water
treatment system used on the liné is so effective that 35006 can have as many as forty stemming
bet weend bl owedtheleantsebvatarwagPart 2 of tle presentation concluded with
oneor two questionsegarding the loco.

In his Vote of Thaks Andrew Tuckerecalledh e Fr aternityés very enjoy
2009. Clearly dot of work has been donense then on both the rolling stock andrastructure.

He expressed thanke Peter for not ol telling us something of the histoof the line but also

bringing us up to date with progress in the preservation era. Our thaerksalso extended to

Philip for acting as our host. Members thervggan online rounaf applause anthe meeting

closedat around 9.30pm.

CALLING ALL EM GAUGE MODELLERS

WRF member Malcolm Jones a member othe EM Gauge society, who have receive@guest
from Dr Nick Hall, Chair of AiSomersetCoalfield Life at Radstock Museumn The museurnhas
recently receivedhe donaton of an EM gauge layoutlepicting LowerWrithlington Colliery and
the adjacent sectioof the Somerset & Dorsebain line and sidngs The intentions o adgpt the
layout to give demonstrations sfiuntingwagors in and out of the collieryTo achieve this, some
trackwork repars and moditaton of catrols will be necessaras well as conversion of a few
locomotives from00 gaugeo EM. If anyone isnteresed in helping withthis project,particularly
with converting the locogleasecontact Malcolmby emailat malcolnmjones@uwclub.net
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THE GWILI RAILWAY with lain McCall

Our second onl ioéwas heldvon 40 Noweinberfiine meeiing was hosted by our
Treasurer, Jim Allwod, using &oom account that he conts. Colin Price introduced thepeaker,
lain McCall. lain ha been involved in the Gwili Railway for avthirty years , starting as a Junior
Volunteer at the agef 15. In that time he has held various postsiarairrentlythe editor of the
house magane. lain is also the fundraising lead for the projecetiare Taff Vale Railway no. 28
which is nowat the Gwili.

lain started his presentation by telling that the Gwili was the firsstandardgaugepresrved
railway in Wales. Other projectsabe laid claims to this title but lain pointed out that altijodhe
groups may have been formed eartle@y were not in a position to run any trains until sometime
later. A Light Railway Order was granted to tBeili in 1978

Going back to look at thearlier historylain explained that the Carmarthen and Cadi&ailway
opened the line from CarmarthenConwl (now Cynwyl) in 1860. The line nevactually reached
Cardigan getting no further than Newcasthal¥in. Anothe company, the Manchesterdcalilford
railway, made a junction with the CCR at Lampeter ethivas extended to Aberystwyth in 1872.
These | ines were origgaabg®ydq)rahbut twateBstandare VvV & st
g a u g 8¥0(b¥ ©8872. In 1881 the whole line was takever by the Great Western Railway.
Between the wars in theventieth centurytraffic declined and th6&WR opened several new halts
to attract passenge Post war the branches to Aberaeron and Newcastle Emhgnclesed and
the through route from Caimrthen to Aberystyth was severed by severe floods in December
1964. Official closure followed in Febmyal965. Some freight continued to run at tter@athen
end of the line until 1973.

After the closurgherewas an ambibus plan to reopen the whie line but this came to nought.
The Gwili Railway Preservain Company was formead 1975with the ideaof reopeningat least 8
miles of the route abe southern endTrack lifting was already well under way aadly 1 mileof
track was still insitu with almost all buildings havinlgeen removed.

lain then tookus through the reconstruction of thelmes i ng a series of 6The
The conpany had bought 8 miles of the trackbed from Abergwili Jancthorthward to
Llanpumpsint. Bronwydd Arms (about 3 miles north of Camarthen) was established dsatiee

for the Railway. The station waserbuilt here in the GWR style using the signal rexovered

from Llandybie and a station building from Ammard. The ominal 1 mile of track was gdually

extended northwards. From the first temporary termat@amdwyfran Mll the line continueson

a rising gradient alongside the twisting and \&gnicriver Gwili up to Pennybont

In conjunction withth e R a g téntl anniversary in 1988dmew terminus at Llwyfan Cerrig
was opened. This station wasrfoe r | y a quar r ysrbeen@seatédaukirig tha n d
building recovered from Felin Fachater the line was taken on a further half nideanoher new
haltat Danycoed. From here thestoration of the railwagorthwardss made more difficult by #
number of bridges that need extengigurbishment. kht of them are across the river Gwili and
the ninth crosses a road just south of thedfitdanpumpsint station.
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THE GWILI RAILWAY - continued

To the south of Bronwydd Arms progress has been made with gacking theige of Abergwili
Junction in2016. New platforms have ndwveen built here as this will be theusleern terminus of

the Gwili Railway The Carmarthen East bypass constructed in the late 1990s follows the course of
theformerrailway oninto Carmarthen. Te local authority would likto see a Park & Ride scheme

for the town but lain thinks that this unlikely to come to fruition. Tdre is a space alongside the
bypass forlie track but a major bridge would be needed across the Afon TywiheAhoment

there are no facilities at Agwili Junction but when thegre established this will be the maiaint

of arrival for visitors to theailway.

lain went on to describe locomotives and rolling stock that have come to the railway over the years
some of whth subsequently moved on @ldere. Several other preserttan groups are, rohave

been, basedtahe Gwili and their iterm of stockappeared on the lineThe Gwili is known for its
collection of former industrial locdsoth steam and dieseThe firstvery small Ruston diesels vee
replaced by a Yorkshire Engg Co shunter from South Walessteelorks. Other diesel shunters

have ome and gone or been hired in including a class-@D@liesel electric and a class 046-0

diesel hydrauliqparticularuseful for operating thisrie). A oneoff diesel gala in 2010 was very
enjoyable but poorly sygorted. Former BR class 03 dieselerhanical shunters are regular
performers at the moment.

In the early days small stedocos usually 04-0 tanks, retired from industry were usuallip be

seen operating but largéf6-0T were found to be more capalaled theJ94WD type 0-6-0 saddle

tanksare particular favourites. EXWR pannier tang small pairiesand 14XX 04-2Tshave also

been hired irwhich are oftourse more authentic forighline. There was an attempt to have a larger
locomotivebased at ta Gwili when 782Minmore Manorwasr e s cued f r ®strapyosdo d h a
at Barryin 1979 However, appeals for funding faileshd it moved on.Classmate 782®dney

Manor appeared on theine when it was hired in. Fundraising is currently in progress for
completion of the restoration of TaWale Railway 06-2T no.28. It is part of the National
Collection and waérst returnel to working order irthe 1970s. &er cosmetic restoration ¢doco

is currently on static display at the Gwili.

The first carriag was a diesel multiple unit driygrtrailer brought over from Eastnglia. It was
used forpassenger services in conjunatwith one of the sl diesels.Because of the lack of run
round loops it was operated pgshpull with rather rudimentary lookg communication between
the two pats of the train. The second carriage was a BR mk.1 which had spent its last ddiis with
original owner toting the sysgm as a mobile classroom f6OPS {Total Operations Processing
System). Various other mark one g#ages are used for day to day murg including a dining train.

A former BR mk.3 sleeping carovides static accommodan for volunteers. Aother usefuhsset

is an exBR class 11B-car DMU.

Rather more historical are the Victoriannvheel carriage that have ben restored by th&wili
Vintage Carriage Group. Two carriageBVR nos. 220 and 21&re complete and running and it is
hoped tlat the interdrs can be finished over theinter. As compartment coaches they will be
useful if Covid19 restritions continue to be apptieto rains running next year. The GVCG have
another eight unrestored waen carriage bodies to work on!
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THE GWILI RAILWAY - continued

Looking briefly at the engineayfieet lain told us about various cranes which have done some very
useful work oer the yees. The railways currently in the process of acquiring anR Cowans
Sheldon crane. This isvery moderrlooking piece of equipment with a telescopic jib and a lifting
capacity of 75 tons. This will be capable of lifting steel spansfahe rive bridges at the arth

end of the line.There are also sufficient general freight wagons to rumamstration goods trains
This can be a useful source of revenue forlmeked photographic specials. Over the years the
railway ha also beensed as adcaion for variots film companies and this again provides income.

Giving thevote of hanks Amlrew Tucker said how impregd he was with the work being done by
the voluntees at the Gwili Railway. He was grateful to lain McCall &tepping inwhen our
original booked sgaker declined to give a virtual presentatidain will be returning in theSpiing

of 2022 to tell us mre about the project to restore TVR no.ZBur thanks were also extended to
Jim Allwood for acting as our &t on Zoom. Members then gave an onlineundof applause rad
the meeting closed 8t30pm.

If lain had been able tgive his presentation to bumeeting at the Town Hall in the usual way he
would have appealed for help with projects at the Gwili Railaag handed ut leaflets. As this
was na possible links to the various websites are given below:

AJoi n tRaiéway®resetvation Society
https://gwili-railway.co.uk/enthusiasts/gwili-railway-preservation-society/
ADonate to the Emergency Fund
https://gwili-railway.co.uk/emergency-fund/

A 8pport Taff Vale Railway No. 28
http://www.taffvalerailway28.co.uk/Fundraising/

ADonate to the Loco Fund
https://www.jumblebee.co.uk/gwilirailwaypreservationsociety

ABuy Taff Vale Railway No. 28 merchandi se
https://www.redbubble.com/shop/ap/61373753

A B u e GWwili At 40 book
https://mainline-maritime.myshopify.com/products/the-gwili-at-40

WELLS MUSEUM i REMEMBRANCE DAY

Dr Julia Wood, who is Archivist for Wells City Archives at Wells & Mendip Museum, informs us
that theyhavelaunched an online exhibitido mark Remembrance Day.

fiIRemembering the sons and daughters of Wells widied in the Second World Waio

To celebrate the 75th anniversary of the end of the Second World War, Wells & Mendip Museum
and Wells City Archives havjointly produced an onlinexhibition about the 39 men and women of
Wells who died during that war and whrenamed on the Wells War Memorial.

This exhibition can be found abtttps://www.wellsmusum.org.uk/wellswarmemoriatproject
(Alternatively, searchfo 6 We | |dp M&s &Me mo put your pointer o
and select O6Wells War Memorial Projecto.)
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Wells Railway Fraternity Face Book Page Annouoement

by David Mace

As | would/could not attend the meetings until G@airus is under control and realising therasw
no contact at all with #aFraternity (apart from Newstters) during lockdown put forward to the
Committee that we néed some other form of social ¢ant. | suggsted Facebook as my wife
managesa pagefor her gardening club and it was well used ggenerated much social iatly.
However, being very lay people, the Committeeidinot have time to set up and run a @ag |
volunteered.

My wife gaveme a lot of help in setting up the paged a propad was put forward to the
Committee which waaccepted so Wells Railwaydernity now has a Face Boolage

The page will be hasd and moderated by e private andnly members will be allowed toin.

| believe the wider world can see the pagetexisit cannot see any content. You can pusges,
ask guestions, statbnversations etc. about radws both real and modednd the Fraternifyon the
page which is positive and constructive. Amegative and/or subjects that are not relevanteo th
group may be moderated by me.

ForusersoFace Book | ydaymore apartdrendyou cémin & ahe normal way and
| will check membership with the Seaef prior to allowing angneon the page.

For those who do not have Face Bpakd waild like to join thereis some guidance belowrou
can join in a totallyprivate way but you will neetb set up your page to do sdhis was all new to
me prior to mysuggestion to the Committee duam now comfortable with what | can do on Face
Book and what it does for me. So here we go:

1 Seach for Face Book and dowrdd the software in the normalay any other software is
loaded

1 HEALTH WARNING! 71 when you opeirace Book for the first time it M bombard you
with setting up your profile and theorst element suggest about a hundred peohle ave
on Face Book who codlbe your friend.Be warned i is scary! Most simply have similar
names but it managed to fiqmeople | had worked with a de@dgo! Now bear in mind
this is not Face Book doingis it is simply information it has gleanesbin the ethethat is
theinternet

T Dondt t r yWRF Bagg yehutngo inth the settirgpage and work your way down
the setting list to set up how mhuyou want Face Book to do for yolf.there are stings
you donét q ddodgle ibasthdreis tons af madvicetahere about Face Book.
Fae Book will always err you towards making more of the softwart isobetter to Google
for advicerather than use the Face Book hefys | said prewously you can be as private as
you want wth no friends interactingvith you i some people actually u$@ae Book asa
private diary and that is how private you can be.
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Fraternity Face Book Page continued

T You don 6fill intary\pmfiletdetails. | did put a picture of me and sorom&set
landscape alongthetoa | di dndét | i ke the FwanttohBvea k s u
nice looking pageou can put p whatever you like along &topi some put their pet a
cartoon figure where your face is to reside to remain as praatieey can.

T At f i r s tgetthe fdeadusbgdestidris to calm down but | fobpdlicking on the top
right of the section (khink there is a 3 dot icQryou can click to shut it dow However
Face Book will never stop trying to find you friendsall you can do is hide whatgbmes
up with.

1 Once you feel comfortable that FacedBRas set up to how you want iearch for Wdbk
Railway Fraternity and agm the page. All you need tiothen is click on thgoin button:

o | will get a message you watdt joinT | cannot see any otherformation abouyou.
o | will check with theTreasuerthat you are a current member

o If the Treaswersays you are a membeethl will accept you as a friel

o You will get a message saying you have been accepted.

Once youhave joinedFace Bookthere areloads of pages with railwagnd railway modelling
suljects and if you click odfollow®6this just gves you a message if thaseactivity on the pagend
adds it to your favourites As a modeller | am now followingeverd modelling groupsmodel
retailas (who give offers to Fadgook users) and motleompanies | loathed the idea of joining at
first but | now really enjoy iand everything | do is privater within my control- so why not join
in.

PICTURES FOR SALE

Thesethreepictures belongedtMartin Fulford who sadlypassed awayecently.Martinés family
have askedChris Challisto sell the pictures on their behalAnyone interested in givinghese
pictures a new homaeasecontactChrison 017499383&.

Picture 1 byEric Bottomley Picture Alan Ward Picture 3 by Paul Gribble
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THE ONES THAT GOT AWAY 1 Part 2 I by Andrew Tucker

From time to tine Fraternity members have suggested a speaker.isTpasticularly useful if they
themselvedaveattended a pres&tion bythe persorand can tell me meréout the subject matter

and delivery. One example was backhe autumn o200 and the titleof the talk wasS wi ndon6s
Other Railway (the MSWJR). duly invited the speaker, Mr N to come toWells and suggestie

March 211 as a possible date. Heiay responded saying that he could notkenéghe journey on

a weekday eveninecaise of the lengt of time it would take him to get homé.explainel that

our meetings are always on Tuesday evgsiandffered toprovide avernight accommodation but

Mr N L could not be persuaded to come. Fortunately have now covered this subjechia
presentatio by another speakerin September @0 Steph @et t tdlkswasentitled The Midland

and South Waern Junction Raivay.

In 2011 the enthusiast magazimaaiked the 25th anniversary of the introduction of @lass 59s
with articles outlining the histgrof these locomotivesThey were built in North Ararica for use
by Foster Yeomaiand later byother companig) in this county who wereseeking powerful rzd
reliable machines to haul thdneight trains over the BR systemOne article mentioned thdhe
five locos in the FY ket werefound tobe morethan they needed and 59 @®man Highlander
had been shipped to &many in1997. The new owners beingeaw Haul PowerInternaional.
Having not heard of HHP looked themup and was intrigued to findn their website thathis
European operation haa affice address irFore StreetCastle Cary. This seemed to be story
worth following up and | asked they would give a talk about their business to the Fraternity. Mr
R P replied saying that he ddunot help with a talk as the business was now dasdrfurt and
that they were no longer in GeesCary. The seqel to ths story is that in 2014 the ¢o returned to
this country to become part of the GB Railfreight fleett retains itsYeoman Higlander
nameplates throughout.

Somespeakers have lesd if they may bring alongnd display for salcopies ofbooks hey have

had published, usuallgelatedto the topic covered by their talk. We have always readily agreed to
such requests and | for ohave added quite a few titles to my library. In 201nvited Mr GG to

give apresentation basedn his trilogy ofbooks onthe S&D and in particular thecenes he
recorded with his camera following closure of the line. BEéided to give a talk butame along to

do a book signing in conjunction withRVF me mber Andr ew Lhisfiimdoodds s h
Railways ofthe 1960s.

Another source of potentigbekers is the listing of meeting details for otleathusiast groupsi
the Railway Magazine angimilar periodicals. One that caught my eye wdsdiRailway Poster
Art. | think thatthe artwak for railway posers frombetween the wars and in therlgayears of BR
is very attractive and would make fargood presentationThe speaker mentionedaw Mr R F
from a firm who have published a seriesbobks on the subject covering all areas ofdbentry.
Having failed to make contact by eail and telphane | double checkedhe details on the
publ i webhsita. @ then wrote a letter but tiasreturned g Royal Mail as undeliverable.
With otherpotential speakers to pursue this one was gidea

Sometimes eants congire to the point that a boolleppeaker is no longer able to com&.talk on
Memories of the Last Wheeltappley Mr A C, who stated his career in railway maintenance in the
1970s sounded interestin | originally had this inmind for our @tober 2017 neeting. This was
subsequenthchangedto February 2018 so that it formed part oé thpecial programme for the
Fr at er reth Anpidessary Yedr. t
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THE ONES THAT GOT AWAY - continued

However, a spanner was then thrown in the wbgkanotherspeakeMr P Gwho wasdue to give

a presentation o@rossmil at our May 2018 meeting finding that he wikely to be movimg to a

new job at that time and his aiability would be uncertain. This wasolvedby swappinghings

around so thavlemories of théast Wheeltappewould now be in May.Some of you ray row be
wondering why you have no recollecti@f hearing abouthe LastWheeltapper at a meeting in

2018. Thi s i s b & bappers BIr AiCtwasdsentdom decondment to Canad#lat is not

quitet he end of this saga sebwadkxten®ed &d ke wasoahle to givet v
histalk onCrossrailat our Felbuary 2019 meeting.

This brigsus to 2020 and what a year it has beBefore thegathering storm of the Coronavirus
emergencywe held our first three meetings as planned. Bvbanwe met on 10 March for the
presentation offhe Berlineri British Military Train followed by The Rowl Train for the second
hal f we wlverd muh abdutwhat was sotm engulf us. However,y017 March with
events all over the country beingncaled due to the rapid spread what was tobe called the
Covid-19 Pandenic, we had to call off our Apl and May meetigs together with other events. At
this point our Programme of Meetings for tmning 2020/21 season had been settled and with the
summe break | was not too concerned about ageaments for latemi the yea Brian Arman, the
regular pe&ker for our May meetings was-bmoked forTo Scotland for Stearin Part 2 in May
2021 and witha s p a r i\ thé pdomihgrayramme Eric Botimley, who would have been
our April 2020 speakeagreed to comaniSeptemér 2021 to preserRRailways inArt.

As the situation in this country improved during the summervatidthe Town Hall reopenng in

late July, arrangementsewe made for our bded speakefor SeptemberSteph Gillett, to gie his
presentationon The Mdland and South Western Juioct Railway. This went ahead on 8
September wittsocial distancing and other measures in pladewever, immediately afterwards
the Government annoane d t h e O RhelTosvn Hdafi maBdgds tterpretation othe rules
meantthat once again we calihot hold our usual meetings so our thoughts turned to having the
presentatiosonline. The spaler due to give a tallan Organisirg Special Trainsn the 1960$ad
already tafl me that he wouldat be able to coméue to aseries of tragic circumstance€hecking

my list of possible speakersnoted that after his presentation in March 2015 onGéR Steam
RailmotorPeter Jenningsad offered to teirn at somepoint to tell us about theWS 5aon Steam
Crane. When | cotacted Peter he explained tlethad moved on from the Great Western Society
at Didcot to the Gloucestershire Warwickshire Ste@ailway. He kindly offered to ge&r a
presentationron the GWSR covering the history of the linedathe preservatiorra. Healso
mentioned the possibilitgf holding a virtual meeting using Zoom. This offer was accepted and
Peter gave mheeatitrad & dm lod ridaide drdomeGWSRiead Presdntere a s
Philip Moore who acted as host.

Further changesiWwhaveto be made to our ProgrammeMéetingsfor the coming months due to

speaker@health problems or the reluctance of sometoemiera t he oOvi rtual me e
will be kept infemed.
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FORAYS INTO DEEPEST SOMERSET by Roy Kethro

Being part of he oncall team for breakdowns and derailmentsdefinitely not for someone whelisheda
predidable 9 to Sexistence Thephone could ring at any tina day or night presenting you witlour next
new challenge.

Early 1980 ®©400 enewdnt a mdrsing dwas woken by Control to say that had a class 47
loco with all wheels in the dirat Witham | t  waapsrtrobour patch that | wagery familiar with, rarely
venturing beyond Westburyhere minor derailments on the diesel depot wetaincommon Part of the kit

in the oncall van was a set of Ordnance Survey magusl asked theController to give me aix-figure map
reference which wad help me get to sitel knew it was somewhere in the Frome area so | quickly dressed,
threw a gick cup of tea down my neakhile contactingthe depot supervisor, telling him toall in the
bre&kdown gang and get thedaldown vans formed up. | theset off from home in BristoHdown the A37 in

my little Bedford HA van

SomewherebeyondShepton Mdet | pulled over to have a look at the mapnagine my shock when |
discovered that the map redacethat | had been give was about 20 miles from the mea railway line.
There were no mobile phones in those days so | had no alternative but togidiejbwing my nose.l did
find Witham on the ma and eventually managed to navigate myselfitethrough a peaouperfog. By
now dawn was breaking.

A quick assessment of the casualty established that it had run up from Merehead and derailéchpn the
points protecting the up Westbury main linkecovery would be involve laying down packifacking one
bogie at a tira using the hydraulic gear thestewing sideways before dropping the wheels back on the rails.
A fairly straighforward exercisealbeit a bit time consuming. The complication wesere to park the
breakdown vans so as not tovhao manuallycarry theheary equipment too far, while lawing the main

lines to remain open to traffic. Conveniently, there was a loop off the dowdifieetly opposite It did

mean carrying kit acrogbe two main lines but | arranged with the silynan to caution all traingast the

site. (In these daysf health and safety, the job would probably be left until a full possession could be
granted).

While the gang wer setting up, a representativer om t he Ar ea ManageHi$fecusdepar
was to get the rbivay back to normal working ap so his main question was how long recovery would take
before thepermanent waygangcould come h and make good arnyack damage. My limited expiEmce

with rerailing had already taught me tdiemte how long the work wdd actually take in theory, &m

double it. That usually worked out in the right badirk and avoided criticism for being toptimistic.

We did hae a bit of a scare while cgimg materials across the main line. We lookgdand saw a train
approackmg at what looked like line ggdwhile one of the gang was crossing with a large lump of packing

on his shoulder. The train was his blindsideand e o bvi ous | yorh atdhneb td rtticeerrdd si tc
the horn. We altartedshoutng at him andhe swung round to see whak tle commotion was abaqyjtist

in time not to have had his head takenlnffthe large chunk ofriber he was carryingWords were had

with the sigmlman to come to a clearer understanding ashit was meant by cautioninigg. stop the train,
explainto the driver that there were men working on the line and pass at walking speed expecting to be
stopped by a hand signal

Once | was satisfied that work was progressing as plammgdob was to recce the nearest fish angb chi
shopto grab some hot food for the ladbline cod las, four with salt and vinegar, two with salt only, one

with vinegar only and the rest withneér. | expect wedve all skewmastaughttat Da
always carrya tenner in my wallab cower this.
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FORAY S INTO DEEPEST SOMERSET - continued

Once back on the rails and all thi gacked away, the derailddco was taken back to our = to be

examined over a pit for damaghave the wheels and tyres gauged, a brake test cartiedhdthe axles
ultrasonically tested for cracksDuring the recovery process, it was importanidok for any evidence
which would point to the cause. Bypr ocess of el itmaiprobdem withthe lodo,ftrack dr

wa s

signalling, then it hadbtbe human error, either the driver or signalma® m not sur e we came

conclusionswith thisone. Ofcourséth e dr i ver wonesd.be a key Oowit

Another visit to the bottom afhe county at a more civilised hour was to examine a dreséiple unit
which had been involved in an altetioa with a few cows on the line near Yeovil Pdill and dumped in
one of he sidings there It was anricid ent fr equent |l gvirred eirmeuwr ¢ioo mé
parlance. A cow, bull, lree or flock of more than six sheep were classified6 | ar ge ani mal 6
to the level d examination required. Caxcould be a particular probieif they were full of digesting grass
and this one was no exception. One whole side of the kpadin was plastered in a browmess and
definitely needing to be approached fromwind. It appered that the leading bogiad taken the brunt of
the immact bending the cardan shaft betweaka gearbox and driven axle. With the final drive isolated b
turning a dog using a forked rod, only the whesld axle would rotate. Everything appearetdantact so

| declared itit to be hauled back to defor repairs and heavy cleaningopt neessarily in that order

There was abig job | missed oubn during the heavy snowaf 1981. ADMU had hit a snowdrift near
Sparkfordand jack knifed into field. Fortunately, theravere no serious injuries. Wasthe final day of my
on-call week ad we were all geared up to go to site. | opted to trawehdaith the breakdown train as |
di dnoét famcesof getting through by road. We were ayait stood down for 24 hoswhile the
independent snowplichs went through to clear thdrifts at various locations down tHee. A more
experienced painf hands took ovenext dayand had the job dona asurprisinglyq ui c k t i me.
sorly to have lost out on thahe. Not a great lover of sndw

ROYAL MAIL AND TRADING STANDARDS WARNING

Nothing to do with railways, but Chris Challis has asked that ®#vermale aware of tls sam.A reminder
that we need to be aware.

PLEASE NOTE AND PASS TO ALL
YOUR CONTACTS

Christmas is fast approaching, Royal Mail & The Trading
Standards Office are making people aware of the following
scam:

A card is posted through your door from a company called
PDS (Parcel Delivery Service) suggesting that they were
unable to deliver a parcel and that you need to contact them on
0906 6611911 (a Premium rate number).

If you call the number and you start to hear a recorded
message you will already have been billed £315 for the phone
call,

If you do receive a card with these details, then please contact

Royal Mail Fraud on 020 7239 6655.

For more information, see the Crime Stoppers website:
IWWN 5 ime-preventi :1pi

ention/h.

s/postal-delivery-scam
Please be aware that the premium rate number may change but
nevertheless please do not call any number stated on a card
from PDS.

Can you please make all your family, friends and
neighbours aware of the above.
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RAIL SNO MORE by Colin Price

This extendedockdown has given me time to pursue my other hobby of mydilthoughthe call
of the iron road is not far awagnd agood way to observe what is stitcanisable. Manycycle
tracks are former brandimes TheColliers Way from Radsttk to nea Frome @ the former North
Somersetine, the Strawberry Line onhte Cheddar Valley Branch from Cheddar to Yatton arel th
Two Tunnels along the former S&D main liM@m Radstock tdath. Thishas also music playing
half way alongCombe Down Tunnel, nosuchluxury for the footplate crew on a hard working
heavy freighttravdling North. Luckly most of the bridges are $tds themasonhad built them
over 150yearaga

In Burnhamon-Sea there is a Buffer Stop markirtige site of theStation | can hear John
Betjema n wards ringing in myear. Theralong the Brue estuarp Highbridge Wharf or what is
left. A good interpret@on board helped mget my berings. The silthas built up on the banks and
one wonders how thghips ever got that far atthgh there is a wok embedded in the bardn
what might have beemne of thevharves.

On returning home, a quick look at MackwiansoS&D Then andNow to see what was theredan
how it all fitted in. Maybe not so obvious is @art stretch of the Bridgater Railway between
Cossington and Bawdrip and between Shapwick raat Glastmbury passing Ashco#& Meare
Station justvisible amongstredevelopment. Theacross AquedudBridge and Crossing with the
cast concrete gate postllsstanding as with other crossinga theBranch. Everthe pedestrian
kissing gates either side of theossing gate at Mill Lane Coxlegan just be seen in the
undergrowth 70 years after they had seéme lasttrain and to think thathe Bulleid light pacific
fiWellso passed ttough in 1943n rouk toits naming ceremony.

Another surprise was this Thomas Hitico, noton a Heritge line butsharing a field with old
agricultural impementson ashort piece btrack on the edge of the A361 at West Penndrd d o n 6t
recognise the livery.
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W DERRICK PAGET 1 known as DICKIE 1 agel00 on5 Neember 20D

Many WRF members will remember Die, as he attends Railwells every year. The last time he
came with the 4mm P4 layout Flintfield S&D in the 1930s wa2016, before that 200&:lintfield

is on the list for Railwells 2021.Chris Challishas provided the following information about
Dickie.

Dickie was born on 5 November 1920 in Leicester. Hiselawas a rep for Dunlop, selling rubber

tyres and wheslto replace tractor wheels made ofatiavith a metal rim, similar to the whedisr
carts, where the hor ser adberwheep Withbughniteene aereanott h 1
too many motor carabout, there were vans and lorries, some of whichteadthsengines, these all
needed tyressalid bicycles.

He won a place at Nottingilm High School, where the nickname Dickie originatedivig at the
school t he master s oowkvgrtha scleodliboys aised Ghristan namesmards .
there waslready one called Derek in the clagls no was the groan, but a bright prefeaticed the
difference in the spelling and said they Wwbgal him Dick, using the first and last three letters.
This name was also adopted by his family.

Having passed aantrance exam, he joined the Civilree in London a few months before his
19" birthday. War was declared soon after and he founddifnpacking papers in boxes for an
office move to an unknowdestination. That turned out to be Bath. There insbase time, he
joined a theatre grougsa stage hand. It was there that he mstldie wife Margaret, who was
singing in the chorus. ¢dwasin Bath for about a year before he joined the RAF.

Dickie was a wireless mechanic in the RAF. He was st&tionindia and the firstlpce he wetto

was Ambala in the Punjab, and from theeeient to an airfield at Jodhpur. It was a modern
airfield because the Maharaja was keen on flying. His uniteatrtoo late to be billeted at the
airport hotel sothewer e bi |l | et ed is;nwhichiwere Wdrg bwaanky gné rdale df e n t
two layes with silk like material as the inner fabric, embleriedwith Fleur de Lys. Howevethey

did dine in the airpd hotel, served by waiters fully dressed in elegantamdbstume.

He was then moved to Kana on the west coast of India, which was latebecome the capital of

the non Hindu part of Palgtan. Here they were billeted in horrible hut3hey becamgart of the

US army, as all the US army personnel wagu | ar s and t hey affdsothayd t h
borrowed from the RAF. They werempletely under US command and were in the airfield

New Delhi which was a proper airfield mainly operated by AmericansHe was there for quite a

while. He was the posted to Madras (The Bay of Bengalhere he was to be part of an attack

force to @tack the Japanese if necessary.

He was sent homir exra training that was not available in India. The waded while he was
home and therefore there was no neaditlie training. Howeverhe remainedn an airfield in
Taunton, Somerset, which was Arncan run up to EDay. (not sure if it was Ameran rununtil D-

day or if he was stationed there untiday). After that he had to go back to very standard English
rations! When he was on the airfield Madras, India their main meal at midday was aich of
bully beef and salad or curry. Of coursedhog curry, he said that the cooks in Madras knew how
to make a really good curry. Due of his love of curry hiseWMargaret made curry for dinner quit
frequently.
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W DERRICK PAGET - continued

They were released fromme RAF inbatches amrding to a formula and he was releasedhe
middle of 1946. It was during his the in India that a colleague lent him a copy of &mvay
modelling magazine and his interest was sparked.

He married Margaret in Decemb&®44 and they went on to hatweo daughters. Higounger girl
had aclockwork train set and wanted an electric one. This was duly given onen@wistHe
sulsequerly mounted the tracks on board, made a corner tunnel olastepof-paris, and paired
moss greenMagnet couplingand uncouplingvas added and so hisenest was further fuelled.

All the radios (valve | believe) in our youth were made by Dickieluiding the housing His final
one was a transistor radimhich he made for his older daughter in her teens, it s in a
beautiful hanecrafted woode case. Somof the lochgroup might recall his speakers which stand
about 4 &4 high in his lainge they were madby Dickie and perfectly veneered.

In London he attended the LSE for his training to become ditoguhaving started the Civil
Servicecareer in Exbequer and Adit. Many years later he transferred to the Department of Health
and Saial Security as andministrator and attained the level of#stant Secretary, dealing with
Ministers, Barbara Castbeing the one we recall of most. Haswheavily irolved in thebuilding

of aLeeds Hospital, but | have no idea which one.

He relaes the tale of havingptgo on local audit by train to Germaafter the war, but still in
stresful times. He was gen the grade of Captain. As he turmed to be the sear officer ofthe
train it meant that he had to be dressed in full uniformke #asalute at the bordemssingA more
senior officerthen boarded the &in and thatelieved him from having tdo that for the rest of the
journey.

Recollections are that someears later he was making his model railway engine from scratch. His
training as a radio mechanic meant he could do some VERY &&éilireg. | bdieve he only lad a
piece of track abouwtfoot long.

He was an active member 8t Clement Players AmateDramatics Society. He acted, did stage
managing, lighting and direaiyi not all at one time. Recollections are that he fredy¢ook the
leadrole in his yomger days.

Margaret hiswvife was very involved with NAFAS, theational Association of Fleer Arrangers, in

fact she did one of the flower arrangements in St@aul Cat h e d r-fatéd wéddimg oft h e
Prince Charles to ady Diana Spencer Soon after s retirement a NAFAS tesurer for a big
National show called X&adu held in Brighton wagaken ill. Dickie was presganged, well
perhaps persuaded to take bis tole, which eased him into retirement.

They moved to Wnborne in 1984 ante soon aftergined the EM gauge sa@ty and joining with

three othersAndy Webb, the late Geoff Greeno od and Ron Hersey, they
Four & and t haput Bvblved. This dapduteis dtill in existence and is imdt to
exhibitions
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W DERRICK PAGET - continued

He used to wte an amusing/cheeky/light hearted article from the East Dgrsep for the EM

gauge society magazine, which he lodaing. People would comgshent him onit, saying it was

the first article they would read.Although his failing eyesight means hencap longer do any
modelling or running of the layout, he stilves to go to theshows, whether as an exhibitor or
spedator He says they are likegpgtoan 6 Ol d Boys Reuni on, Wi ch h
at the shows when exhibiting, he feels thatcan give technical advice to interesteewers and

histay, even though he can no longer operate.

During the paming and building of Flintcomd he tavelled round the county looking for a suitable
Pub sign andtginking it to scale (he would caltate the amount of reduction required anstrunct
the peopt in the copy shop what he wantede photographed chalfuarries to get the effect of
vegetatin overhang and taking photos of the strata effects througloutieg on the M3 etc.
Dickie is vey accurate in the way he models, his locnd atock are coect to the time period as
are the working signals incluag correctly functioning dropdp sigrals

He is a member of the Somerset & Dorseist and the Lasashire & Yorkshire railway society
He has a great knowledge of both lines drte can't remmber exactly he knowshere the book
is to get the inforraion. He is always saying hisedth cetificate would say found drowned in a sea
of papers and modedilway magazines!

He loves cookingnd baking his own bread (no he does NO§ aibreadmakerkneading by hand.
He loves his poetry and given any aaldjgestion, he can quote odd doat verses of this and that,
as | guess many of you will know. Hisunger daughter reported thaend neighbours thought
that the British said in Chin, instea@f cheers.
He then in a very good Chinese accent wauidte from the Geisha song:
Chin Chin Chnaman
Muchee muchee sad,
Me afraid
Allo trade
Wellee welledbad!
No-ee joke
Brokee broke
Makee shttee shop
Chin chin chinaman
Chop, chop cho!

Or quote Lews Carroll
AWill you wal k a Ilgtdatshag f aster ?0 sai
ATher ediseclasdbpechripnod us, and heds treading
He can recitelbof that poem!

Or quotes lines from veous poems in The Shropshire Lad by AEudman
A fun ditty that he is always quoting from his RAF days

Al t 6 bof adife tithdut a wife
And athousand i mes worse i f youdve got on
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W DERRICK PAGET - continued

For many years he hd®en going to the BSO Wednesdegncerts athe LighHouse Theatre in
Poole. Andy Webb who is the other Flintcombe surviving member frenGang ofFour' would
normally visit Dick e 6 s o n ghts (untisCawadyl9) foi railway modelling (gossip?Jhese

two events meant no tinfer cookirg T aha but a good excuse for a pub lunch; Wednesdays to the
White Hart and Thursdays to the Greédan.

Information supplied byik daughtersDiana and Libip with additional input from Andy Webb and
Peer Watson

E&OE

Dickie with the card he reoeed from the Queen.
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SOUTHERN RAILWAY 700 CLASSA BLACK MOTOR

Further tohis articlein Newsletter 198David Sedgmarhasbeen making googdrogress with his
0 gaug kit-built loco which isfinow largely @mplete.

AND FINALLY :

Did you know that in 1899 a 3@arold boy started his railway career at Bishopsheustation on
the Elham Valley line in Kent (a rather obscure route between Camyeana Folkestonegs office
boy and ticket clek, earning haHa-crown a week. H was not verydil, so the signalman kindly
made him a little stool to stand @a enablehim to reach theicket office hatch. His name was
Eustace Missenden and he latesedobecome General Manager of t8euthernRailway and was
subsguentlyknighted for his services.
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